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Feminist Friendship1 
WS 370 Sec 001 CRN: 28223 

Spring 2018  
Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays 10:00-10:50 am 

Walnut 103 
 

Instructor: Dr. Cori Wong 
Office: Eddy 213A 
Email: cori.wong@colostate.edu 
Office Hours: Wednesdays 11:00-noon and by appointment 
 
General Course Description 
This course explores the fissures, challenges, and tensions – both in theory and practice within the 
context of the United States – that have impeded the full realization of solidarity and support among 
different groups of women in the women’s movement for the past several decades. To this end, a 
primary goal of the course is to effectively deconstruct problematic features of white feminism and 
identify how ignorance, prejudice, and oppression have harmfully worked their way into “feminism.” 
Since these problems have persisted through multiple generations (or “waves”) of feminist work and 
activism, we will read and think through issues of racism, homophobia, classism, and other forms of 
marginalization that occur between and among women in light of their differences with a level of 
sensitivity to and appreciation for what has already been said, time and time again, by women of color 
in order to try to understand how we can do better today, in our own lives, as part of the current and 
next generation of feminists, scholars, practitioners, and activists. In light of the self-reflective 
application of class topics and themes, this course heavily focuses on productive feminist practices – in 
particular, the political potential contained within practices of feminist friendship – that may help 
overcome and resolve the persistent challenges that undermine efforts to advance feminist values that 
benefit all people.  
 
Goals and Objectives 
The structure and assignments of this course are intended to improve students’ abilities to do the 
following:  

 closely read a text and synthesize its contents with other concepts, ideas, and practices 

 critically engage with theory on a personal, social, ethical, and political level 

 write clear and coherent essays that reflect one’s understanding of an issue 

 clearly articulate theoretical positions in front of a group and to external audiences 

 listen attentively and openly to others 

 become aware of one’s own attitudes, behaviors, and assumptions 

 critically reflect on and demonstrate the relationship between feminist theory and feminist 
practice 

 
In addition to being a goal and objective, it is an expectation that each student will be an active and 
attentive participant in an open and supportive learning community. For the sake of respectful 
engagement with one another and the learning process, students are expected to put away cell phones 
during class, and it is strongly preferred that students not use laptops to take notes. If use of a laptop is 
necessary for your learning, please speak to me directly.  

                                                 
1 Syllabus content is subject to change. Students are responsible for noting any adjustments to the schedule, 
assignment expectations, grading criteria, etc. 
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Required Texts 

1. This Bridge Called My Back: Writings By Radical Women of Color, 4th edition. Edited by Cherríe 
Moraga and Gloria Anzaldúa, State University of New York Press, 2015. 

2. All other readings will be available on Canvas 
 
Course Requirements 
In addition to class attendance, thorough reading of the assignments, and active participation in 
discussions, you will be expected to do the following: 
 
1. Two Critical Analysis Papers – 20% (10 points each – 4 pages)  
2. Two Group Presentations – 20% (10 points each – graded as a group) 
3. Facebook Posts on Readings – 20% - posted by Sunday 11:59 pm 
4. Facebook Posts on Journal Reflections – 20% - posted by Thursday 11:59pm 
5. One Final Reflection Paper – 10% (6 pages) 
6. Participation and Attendance—10%   
 
Note: Missed classes are the student’s responsibility. Assignments, schedule changes, and other 
information is often communicated in class and not repeated. Late work will be accepted only under 
extreme circumstances and when the situation is discussed with the professor in advance. I will not 
respond to emails that inquire about information that is available on the syllabus.  
 
Course Details 
 
Readings: Class sessions will be heavily focused on the material within the readings. Students are 
required to complete the assigned reading prior to the class period in which it will be discussed. Students 
must also bring their copy of the materials to class – since laptops, tablets, and other devices are often 
distracting in class and thus discouraged, hard copies of the readings are strongly preferred.  
 
How to prepare for class: 
As you read, pay special attention to key themes, ideas and concepts, the structure of specific 
arguments, connections to the other course readings and class discussions over the semester.  
 
Critical Analysis Papers (CAPs): You will write two critical analysis papers (4 pages, double-spaced, 12 
point font, 1-inch margins; hard copies) on the readings throughout the course of the semester. For your 
own planning purposes and interests in the material, CAPs will be due at two points throughout the 
semester, but you can write on a single reading of your choice from within the assignment period.  
 
CAP 1 Due on 2/12 
CAP 2 Due on 3/19 
 
In each reflection you are to pick a key topic, issue, idea, or argument from one reading over the select 
weeks’ reading, clearly explicate it, and then develop your thoughts around it. Since the reflections are 
short, they must be focused and well-written. Use references to specific pages through in-text citations 
and do not cite long block quotes. You should demonstrate you thoroughly understand the material by 
clearly articulating the problem or issue at stake (no more than a long paragraph that serves as your 
introduction). Once you have identified the issue, you are to thoughtfully respond by developing and 
supporting your own thesis statement by engaging with the text throughout the rest of your CAP.  
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Grades will be based on how accurately you explicate the chosen reading topic and how well you 
elaborate upon and support your analysis with the majority of your grade depending on your critical 
engagement with the texts on that issue. In other words, do not approach these essays as summaries of 
the readings; do not simply present your own free-floating opinions; and do not just state that you agree 
with an idea or that you think an idea is wrong —situate and develop your thoughts as direct responses 
to the arguments in the articles and explain why you think that by referencing, interpreting, and 
elaborating the issues in your own voice with consistent reference to the reading. Your grade is based 
not on what you believe, but on how well you critically develop your reasons for your views in relation 
to, and by closely working through, the assigned text. 
 
Sunday Facebook Posts:  To prepare for and inform Monday’s lecture, students will collectively create 
two discussion threads by providing a critical and thoughtful Facebook post on that week’s readings no 
later than the preceding Sunday at 11:59 pm. (Students are encouraged to avoid waiting until the last 
minute to post - this increases time to think about, read through, and engage with posts from your 
peers. These posts can be done in advance before Sunday night as long as they pertain to the next 
upcoming readings. 
 
Sunday posts will develop under discussion threads that pertain to each of the readings for the week. 
Any student can start a thread by posting a provocative question or comment (not a summary) on one 
of the readings. All other students are to respond to a thread that has already started, or create another 
thread for a different reading from the week. In other words, each student will submit one post that 
either starts one of the threads or responds to previous posts under one of the threads. There must be 
one thread per reading each week.  
 
Posts should directly engage with one another – as if having a conversation – in ways that further 
develop our shared understanding of the reading, the arguments, and the significance of the selected 
themes and issues of each piece.  
 
The purpose of these posts is to get the entire class primed for critically and actively engaging with the 
texts during Monday’s class session, so “thread-starters” should highlight aspects from the reading 
that one finds intriguing, confusing, and or challenging, and articulate how one is initially thinking 
through the material at hand. Subsequent students’ posts should attempt to offer clarification, 
alternative interpretations, further elaboration, or additional commentary by also referring to the 
text(s). This is an opportunity to write and help one another learn and understand the readings before 
we discuss them as a class. Feel free to write in your own voice, ask questions, challenge one another, 
build upon each other’s reflections, but always stay grounded in the text with specific references and 
page citations. 
 
Successful posts will be those that: 1) clearly and accurately articulate the issues at stake with 2) explicit 
page references to the text and 3) offer a thoughtful, critical perspective that contributes to the overall 
richness and development of the discussion threads. 
 
3 points - Excellent; 2 points - Satisfactory; 1 point - Needs Improvement; 0 points - Not Posted 
 
Class Facebook Group: WS370SP18  
https://www.facebook.com/groups/WS370SP18/ 
 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/WS370SP18/
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General Tips for Facebook Posts 
 

1. Posts can be written in a casual tone of voice but they must be well-constructed, clear, and 
thoughtful. What you post should not be your immediate reaction to the readings or another 
person’s post. Students are to focus each post on one key idea from the text (most likely the 
thesis for the main argument or a supporting claim) and restate its meaning before offering 
personal comments (i.e., demonstrate that you understand what you are talking about—or 
specifically note your confusion—before you offer your own thoughts and questions to your 
peers). “Fluff” comments such as “I really liked this article because it was so easy to read;” “This 
was very difficult to get through;” or even “I agree with what everyone else has posted so far” 
are not acceptable and will not receive credit. Each post is to be about 150-200 words, about 
the length of this paragraph. 
 

2. It is important to read the posts from your peers to avoid repeating something that has already 
been stated by another student (which could be an incentive to avoid procrastinating). If your 
post is redundant, this shows you aren’t engaging with your peers’ ideas or aren’t pushing 
yourself to really think through the material. If your idea has already been touched on by 
another student, avoid restating what they have said – take your shared idea further by 
developing a thoughtful response to them. Ideally, the whole class would eventually be able to 
develop and respond to one really solid, initial post in a single thread! I will “like” posts that 
exemplify the quality of engagement and reflection that I expect from each Facebook post. (If 
you do not receive a “like,” that does not necessarily mean that your post did not receive 
credit.) 
 

3. Use the Facebook group to share relevant articles, videos, and blog posts that you find. This is a 
place for us to see how the course topics connect with conversations that are happening outside 
of our classroom! 

 
Thursday Journal Reflection Facebook Posts: Each week we will dedicate time in class to process our 
real-time reactions to the readings and discussions through journaling. In an effort to embody and 
practice the personal reflection, understanding, listening, and sharing that is inherent to feminist 
friendship, students will share insights from their personal journaling that articulate a reflection of 
struggle, insight, resistance, and/or perspective in order to highlight how systems of oppression operate 
and are maintained from and within our concrete experiences.  
 
Journal reflections are to be personal and self-reflective, and help develop the skills of self-awareness to 
notice one’s own reactions, dispositions, assumptions, and experiences while listening to others through 
text and in class. One goal in doing this practice is to recognize, identify, name, understand, and work 
through our own moments of resistance, internalization of oppressions, and/or gaps in awareness 
though active listening to ourselves and others. Journal reflections are to be recorded in students’ 
course notes and will not be turned in. 
 
To share elements of our individual processes without having to share exact words from our personal 
journals, students will summarize at least one key insight they observed from their own process of 
reflection about the course materials from that week in a Facebook post.  
 
The first student to post will start the “thread” – unlike the Sunday posts, these posts will not need to 
directly respond to one another. However, all reflection summaries should be posted as “replies” under 



 5 

the first post in order to keep them organized, consolidated, and easy to access through the Facebook 
group.  
 
The purpose of this assignment is to 1) practice communicating feminist themes in accessible, 
persuasive, and personal ways through writing; 2) reflect upon and share insights about the 
intersectionality of one’s own identity and experience; 3) provide others the opportunity to better 
understand the importance of intersectional analyses by centering student voices; and 4) help prepare 
the entire class for Friday’s presentations and discussion. 
 
Posts on one’s weekly reflective process will be due by Thursday night at 11:59 pm. The same grading 
criteria for the Sunday posts regarding length, content, clarity, and textual references will be 
applicable. 
 
Group Presentations: Each student will sign up to give two group presentations on a Friday class session 
(see schedule below), which will center the group’s collective conversation about the week’s texts in 
light of the group members’ journal reflections.  
 
Group members will coordinate a time amongst themselves to meet outside of class for at least an hour 
(after class on Wednesday or Thursday) to critically engage with the text and their individual reflections 
as a peer-facilitated group.  
 
The purpose of the group presentation is to draw strong connections between the group members’ 
individual journal reflections and the reading material for that week. After sharing insights from their 
own reflections from the week, students must then work together to draw strong, significant, and new 
connections between their journal reflections and the week’s readings in order to deepen our 
collective engagement with the texts as a class. These connections will provide the basis of the Friday 
presentation, which must remain rooted in textual references and citations.  
 
Presentations are to be around ten minutes in length and consist in a focused summary of one or two of 
the most significant connections the group made to the readings in light of hearing one another’s 
personal reflections about the material. Presentations will consist in a thorough analysis and review of 
the connections to the texts from the group discussion — such as, who asked what, how so-and-so 
responded, what passages were referenced on which pages, etc.—so that the rest of the class can 
continue to develop the new ideas and insights that are presented.  
 
For best results, students should limit their discussion to the course materials and their respective 
journal reflections, work through the text, and consider this an opportunity to think through a topic 
together, which could involve asking critical questions, clarifying interpretations, posing new 
connections, and unpacking implications.  
 
PRO TIP: An unfocused, unruly, sprawling, uninteresting, or surface-level group conversation typically 
results in a sub-par presentation, so all group members should hold one another accountable to stay 
focused on the text during the group conversation and consider it as the crucial part of this assignment. 
This is your opportunity to practice facilitating and participating in a challenging, thoughtful, informed, 
and critical conversation about ideas, politics, and identities with your peers. You are expected to listen 
to, learn from, and share your own personal reflections when you meet as a group, and the main 
objective of the group discussions is to better understand the significant meaning and implications 
from the week’s readings.   
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You will be graded as a group on each person’s participation in the presentation, how well you ground 
your conversation in an accurate understanding of the textual material and refer to relevant textual 
passages, what new insights your group brings to the class to inspire further investigation, and how well 
the presentation stimulates class discussion.  

 
Final Reflection Paper: Your final will be a paper that reflects the development of your thought 
throughout the semester.  This is your opportunity to reflect on the most important topic, concept, or 
idea for you from a whole semester’s worth of reading, journaling, and class discussion. These are 
intended to be personal and reflective, but explicit references must be made to the readings. Your grade 
will be based on how clearly you demonstrate a rich understanding of the themes and concepts from 
the semester and how thoughtfully you relate the material to your own thought-processes.    
 
The format of the final paper will be a hybrid between a personal narrative and a critical analysis paper. 
You must choose your topic, clearly explain what is at stake surrounding your chosen idea, and explain 
how your thought process has changed or developed regarding the issue. In addition to identifying the 
most significant topic, theme, or idea for your own thinking in particular, you must specifically refer to 
three to four “defining moments” from the readings and specifically explain why and how the reading 
shifted or resulted in a turn in your thinking. This is not a summary of the content of those three or four 
readings– instead, you are to reflect on why and how they were significant for your own thought 
process and experience over the semester by explicitly referencing and citing the text. In total, the paper 
is to be 6 pages in length, double-spaced, 1-inch margins, etc. We will use the final exam period to 
discuss your paper with the whole class.   
 
Participation and Attendance: Attendance is required. If you miss three class sessions you will lose 5 
points (half a letter grade), and if you miss five or more absences your final score for the class will be 
lowered a total of 10 points (a whole letter grade).  Attentive listening is part of participation and active 
engagement is expected. In other words, perfect attendance does not guarantee a full participation 
grade. Excessive tardiness will also be taken into account. 
 
Grading Policy: Your final grade will be based on a 100 point scale. The point value of individual 
assignments directly reflects their relative weight in the percentage of the final grade. To check your 
own progress in the course, simply add up the amount of points you have earned and (or, conversely, 
subtract the points you have been docked on assignments thus far from 100 – this will be the highest 
possible final grade you can earn in the course, assuming you get full credit on all remaining 
assignments).  
94-100: A 
90-93: A- 
87-89: B+ 
84-86: B 
80-83: B- 
77-79: C+ 
70-76: C 
60-69: D 
0-59: F 
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Incomplete  
The grade of “I” is a temporary grade awarded to indicate that for reasons beyond the student’s control 
or that the student could not have reasonably have anticipated, they could not complete the 
requirements for the course. When an instructor assigns an “I,” they shall specify in writing the 
requirements the student shall fulfill to complete the course. After one year, or at the end of the 
semester in which the student graduates (whichever comes first), an “incomplete” grade will 
automatically change to an “F” grade unless the course has been completed and the grade change 
submitted. Students must be in good academic standing in the class in order to receive an incomplete. 
(CSU Faculty Council policy)  
 
Late Assignments Policy  
All assignments are due in class on or before the date due. You must turn in a hard copy of papers to Dr. 
Wong in class. Late assignments are not accepted unless there are genuine extenuating circumstances 
or other situations where arrangements have been made in advance. Emailed assignments are not 
accepted unless prior arrangements have been made.  
 
Resources  
The CSU Writing Center is an excellent resource to support the development of your writing skills 
throughout your college career. While students are not required to access services, you are strongly 
encouraged to seek consultation on your writing projects required for this course. In addition to contact 
information, there are useful resources available on their website: http://writing.colostate.edu/ 
 
The Morgan Library reference librarians can direct you to relevant books and articles. I recommend 
contacting Rob Sica, Social Sciences and Humanities Liaison, Morgan Library 154, 
rob.sica@colostate.edu, 970-491-1047. 
 
Accommodations  
Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 and the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 requires 
that Colorado State University provide academic adjustments or accommodations for students with 
documented disabilities. Students seeking academic adjustment or accommodations must self-identify 
with the Office of Resources for Disabled Students (ORDS). You may call for an appointment at: 491-
6385 or stop in at 100 General Services Building. After meeting with ORDS staff, and based on their 
recommendations, students are encouraged to meet with their instructors to discuss their needs, and if 
applicable, any lab safety concerns related to their disabilities. 
 
Academic (and Professional) Honesty Policy  
It is expected that students will use their own knowledge and skill for assignments unless directed to do 
otherwise. Incidents of cheating, plagiarism or knowingly providing false or incorrect information are 
considered serious and will be treated seriously. Consequences of these incidents are at the discretion 
of the faculty member involved and may consist of confiscation of assignments, an F grade, or reporting 
to the CSU Student Conduct office. It is expected that students will demonstrate concern for others, 
respect the confidentiality of information about, the property of and the decisions made by others.  
http://catalog.colostate.edu/general-catalog/policies/students-responsibilities/#academic-integrity 

 
 
 
 

http://writing.colostate.edu/
mailto:rob.sica@colostate.edu
http://catalog.colostate.edu/general-catalog/policies/students-responsibilities/#academic-integrity
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Reading Schedule 
 
Week 1: Setting Up The Problem 
M 1/15: MLK Day – University Holiday – No Classes 
W 1/17: Introduction and Syllabus Overview  
F 1/19: “Catching Fire: Preface to the Fourth Edition” Cherríe Moraga and “The Bridge Poem” Donna 
Kate Rushin (Bridge) 
 
Week 2: Articulating Foundations 
“Have We Got a Theory for You!” María Lugones and Elizabeth Spelman (Canvas) and “Speaking In 
Tongues” Gloria Anzaldúa (Bridge) 
M 1/22: Lecture 
W 1/24: Lecture  
F 1/26: Process & Reflection on Lecture 
 
Week 3: Speaking Across Difference 
“The Problem of Speaking for Others” Linda Alcoff (Canvas) and “Working Together Across Difference: 
Some Considerations on Emotions and Politics” Uma Narayan (Canvas) 
M 1/29: Lecture 
W 1/31: Lecture 
F 2/2: Process & Reflection on Lecture 
 
Week 4: Loving Perception vs. Loving Ignorance 
“Playfulness, World-Traveling, and Loving-Perception” María Lugones and“Being Lovingly, Knowingly 
Ignorant: White Feminism and Women of Color” Mariana Ortega (Canvas) 
M 2/5: Lecture 
W 2/7: Lecture 
F 2/9: Process & Reflection on Lecture 
 
Week 5: Recognizing Difference 
*CAP 1 on any one of the readings from Week 1-4 due 2/12* 
 “The Master’s Tools Will Never Dismantle the Master’s House” and “An Open Letter to Mary Daly” 
Audre Lorde; “-But I Know You, American Woman” Judit Moschkovich (Bridge) 
M 2/12: Lecture 
W 2/14: Process & Reflection on Lecture 
F 2/16: Group Presentation  
 
Week 6: Critiques of Whiteness 
“I Don’t Understand Those Who Have Turned Away From Me” Chrystos; “Gee, You Don’t Seem Like an 
Indian From the Reservation” Barbara Cameron; and “The Pathology of Racism: A Conversation with 
Third World Wimmin” doris davenport (Bridge)  
M 2/19: Lecture 
W 2/21: Process & Reflection on Lecture 
F 2/23: Group Presentation 
 
Week 7: Whiteness and Identity Development 
“Growing Up in Little Rock” Amy Edginton and “Despising an Identity They Taught Me to Claim” Alison 
Bailey (Canvas) “When I Was Growing Up” Nellie Wong (Bridge) 
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M 2/26: Lecture 
W 2/28: Process & Reflection on Lecture 
F 3/2: Group Presentation 
 
Week 8: Renegotiating Internalizations of Whiteness 
“My Grandmother’s Passing” Linda Lopez McAlister (Canvas); “La Güera” Cherríe Moraga (Bridge) 
M 3/5: Lecture 
W 3/7: Process & Reflection on Lecture 
F 3/9: Group Presentation 
 
Week 9: Spring Break 
 
Week 10: Identifying Collective Grounds for Solidarity 
*CAP 2 on any one of the readings from Week 5-8 due 3/19* 
 “…And Even Fidel Can’t Change That!” Aurora Levins Morales “We’re All In the Same Boat” Rosario 
Morales; and “Wonder Woman” Genny Lim (Bridge) 
M 3/19: Lecture 
W 3/21: Process & Reflection on Lecture 
F 3/23: Group Presentation 
 
Week 11: Models of Community  
“Lesbian Community: Heterodox Congregation” Marilyn Frye; “The Ideal of Community and the Politics 
of Difference” Iris Marion Young; “Feminism and Modern Friendship: Dislocating the Community” 
Marilyn Friedman (Canvas) 
M 3/26: Lecture 
W 3/28: Process & Reflection on Lecture 
F 3/30: Group Presentation 
  
Week 12: Community and Practices of Collective Feminist Organizing  
“Across the Kitchen Table: A Sister-to-Sister Dialogue” Barbara Smith and Beverly Smith and “A Black 
Feminist Statement” Combahee River Collective (Bridge)  
M 4/2: Lecture 
W 4/4: Process & Reflection on Lecture 
F 4/6: Group Presentation 
 
Week 13: Sisterhood and Friendship 
“Sisterhood: Political Solidarity Between Women” bell hooks and “Sisterhood and Friendship as Feminist 
Models” María Lugones and Pat Rosezelle (Canvas) 
M 4/9: Lecture 
W 4/11: Process & Reflection on Lecture 
F 4/13: Group Presentation 
 
Week 14: Exploring Practices of Feminist Friendship 
“Econstructing Sisterhood” Jane Gallop (Canvas) “Letter to Ma” Merle Woo; “I Paid Very Hard for My 
Immigrant Ignorance” Mirtha Quintanales (Bridge) 
M 4/16: Lecture 
W 4/18: Process & Reflection on Lecture 
F 4/20: Group Presentation 
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Week 15: Exploring Practices of Feminist Friendship 
“Sapphire and Sappho: Allies in Authenticity” Brenda J. Allen and “Report from the Bahamas” June 
Jordan (Canvas) 
M 4/23: Lecture 
W 4/25: Process & Reflection on Lecture 
F 4/27: Group Presentation 
 
Week 16: Feminist Friendship Reflections 
“La Jornada” Cherríe Moraga and “La Prieta” Gloria Anzaldúa (Bridge) 
M 4/30: Lecture 
W 5/2: Process & Reflection on Lecture 
F 5/4: Group Presentation 
 
Final Exam: Thursday 5/10– 7:30-9:30 am: Turn in Final Reflection Paper and last class discussion  

 
 


